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POLITICAL. ie. 


» 


: 


The Shaftg-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 14th March, states 
that it will not be surprised if, owing 
to the complications in Central Asia, 
the British Government is indaced to occupy Kandahar 
or Herat ere long. Apparently the object of the Rawal 
Pindi Darbar, to which the Amir has been invited, is to 
impress: him with an idea of the power of the British 


Rawal Pindi Darbar. 


Government and to strengthen friendly relations between 


Afghanistén and England. A darbar on a grand scale was, 
also held in honour of the Indian visit of Sher Ali, but it 
went for nothing, because no definite assurance of aid was 
held out to him against Russian aggression. Moniti 
sequamur. 


The Viceroy should 


wre 
clearly explain British 
policy to Abdul Rahman, and tell him what aid he 


pect from the British Government 
still more necessary to win the 
people in general. The Amir 
exhibited loyalty to Britis 
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Kébul war, with great severity, but the Government of 
India has not interfered on their behalf. The non-interfer- 
ence of Government has led the frontier tribes to imagine 
that it is very selfish and does not help its friends in diffi- 
culty, The Amir should be prevented from oppressing the 
P- British Government’s friends in Afghanistan. : 

- lpearrg The Koh-i- Nur (Lahore), of the 12th March, approves of 
= the Pindi Darbar, and remarks that its 
| influence will not be confined to this 
country and Afgh4nistén, but will extend to Central Asia and 
a Russia. Those English newspapers, which are always ready to 
= pick holes in Lord Ripon’s coat, say that his Lordship should 
a have held such a darbar, but any unprejudiced person will 
admit that there was no necessity for holding it in his time. 
He did all that was necessary at the time to establish friend- 
ship between this country and Afgh4nistan. 


‘a part The Nydya Sudhd (Harda), of the 11th March, referring _ 
a to the darbar, observes that evidently —— 
the object is to conclude an alliance 

with the Amir in view of the Central Asian crisis. 1f hosti- 
lities break out, the troops assembled at Pindi will at once 
make a forward movement. If the Russian Government 
thinks that the difficulties of England in the Soudan afford 

it a favourable opportunity for carrying out its designe in 
Central Asia, it will soon have its mind disabused. (The 
Vritta Dhdrd, Dhar, of the 12th March, adverting to the 
darbar, observes that every effort should be made on the 
occasion to cement friendship with the Amir.) 


406 copiee.” A correspondent of the Qudh Akhbdr (Lucknow), of the. 
The same, 13th March, adverting to the darbar 
which will be held in honour of the... 


The same. 


The same. 


g Amit’s visit, argues that some Native Chiefs should. be in- 
| vited to attend it, and they should give him entertainments on 
- the oocasion, in order that he may be able to judge of their 
a loyalty and the power of the British Goverament, It would 
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be a good thing if the darbar were held at Allahabad, and Meta 
Abdul Rahman were shown the principal:towns on the way, ws 
such as R4wal Pindi, Lahore, Delhi,, Agra, Cawnpore. 


oy 
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The Akhbdr-i- Alam (Meerut), of the 10th March, isin Circulation, 


: 80 copies. 
diane ini favour of.a vigorous policy being pur- 
Central Asian affairs. oe di a Canis a Asia i in oF der to pre- os = 
| vent Herat from falling into the hands of Russians. No a 


reliance should be placed on the words of the Rassian Gov- a 
ernment. 3 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 


The Shaftg-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 14th March, in an arti- ee 

Poverty of India under cle headed Nadir Shéh-like plunder,” S une 
British rule. remarks that some.persons are at a ci 
loss to understand how, in spite of the invasions of this country a 
by Mahmud of Ghazni, Shah4b-ul-din of Ghor, Timur, Nadir : a 


Shah, &c., the people were formerly much better off than at a 
./ present. The fact is that the invasions were few and far ok 
between, and the invaders plundered only some towns and 1 
places. But now the entire country is being drained of its _ - 
wealth in more civilized ways, No less than fourteen mil- aS = 
lions sterling are sent home every year under the name of ae 


“home charges” for the support of the India Office, the pay- ao 

ment of pensions to retired Anglo-Indian officers, and so — 
forth ; and the service the retired hig tp waig do, to this 
eee in return for their: pensions is that they always 8 
strongly oppose the grant to natives of their ‘just. righta and i 
privileges. It will be remembered that Sir James Fitz Stephen, oo, 
in his opposition to the Ilbert Bill, went the length of con- a 
tending that Her Majesty’s pr ‘not théforee = 
oflaw! Itis superfluous to add that the children of the soil Ue 
put a vast sum of money into the pockets of English” mer- 
chants every year. Mr. Hyndmann is not far 
mark in saying that 70. 
do not have even two fa 
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Circulation, The Nastm-i-Agra, of the 15th March, referring to the 
350 copies. Working of the Trades’ Working of the Trades’ License Act, 

License Act. complains that the revision of assess- 

ments every year, though necessary owing to changes in the 

incomes of traders, involves a great deal of inconvenience 

and expense to them. Some officials make over-assess- 

ments from over-zeal, and others, who are corrupt, do so 

with a view of extorting bribes. The system, under which 

objections against assessments are disposed of, is equally un- 

satisfactory. The objections are sent for further enquiry 
eo and report to tahsildars themselves, who naturally support 
os the assessments they have before made as far as possible. 
s Dishonest assessors and their equally dishonest friends greatly 
harass and fleece the trading classes. The Nastm is of opinion 
that objections against assessments should be heard at every 
place by a local committee consisting of four or five Munici- 
= pal Commissioners as Members and a Deputy Collector as 
a President. The committee should carefully examine the 
.* account-books of the assessee who has filed an objection, and 
also of those with whom he has dealings, in order to ascertain 
his income. The account-books of traders are often discre- 
dited by tahsildars as false or forged. It is impossible that 
a trader should have two sets of books, one of which isa 
genuine one and the other a forged one. If any one be 
found to have two sets, he should be prosecuted and punished 
and not let off with a mere dismissal of his objection. More- 
over, the evil can be checked by requiring traders to have 


their account-books signed and sealed by the proposed com- 
mittees., 


s76 The Ntiru-l-Anwdér (Oawnpore), of the 14th March, in 


The same. 
observes that, as assessors generally 


the condition of trading classes, and that the lists prepared 


commenting upon the same subject, — 
belong to the higher classes, they are not acquainted with | 


by them are unsatisfactory in consequence, The assessments — 


be - 


pag 


should be made. at each place by a committee consis! 
honest and respectable persons belonging to- the middle class, 

and checked by another committee similarly constituted. 

| Objections should be heard with great care in order that 
there may be few or no appeals to Commissioners. A peti- 
tion of objection is subject to a court-fee of one anna, and,. 

itis believed, a notice by an assessee of the stoppage of his 
business petition for the abandonment of trade probably to 

a court-fee of eight annas. The levy of such court-fees 
presses severely on the people and should be done away 

with. 


A correspondent of the Koh-i-Nir (Lahore), of the 12th 
Hindus and Musalmians March, briefly describes the history 
at Agra. of the religious quarrel between the 
Hindus and Musalmans at Agra, charging the local authori- 
ties, European and native, with showing unjust sympathy 
with the latter, and does not believe the rumour regarding 
the alleged restoration of friendship between the two classes. 
The writer is of opinion that the only way of effecting a con- 
ciliation between them is by transferring all prejudiced offi- 
cers, European and native, from Agra, | 


A correspondent of the Anwdru-l-Akhbér (Lucknow), of —— a 


Qazis appointed under the 12th March, urges that Qazis 
Act 3 @ ry appointed. under the provisions of 


Act XII of 1880 should be also made sub-registrars as— 
before. No persons other than such Qézis should be allow 
to solemnize marriages among Musalméns, and there should 
be only one Q&i inatown. | 7 ves as : 


ee 


A correspondent of the Naiyar-i- A (M 3 bad), of bers 
Use of chandu and the 9th March, is surprised that a 
madak. | civilized and paternal Government 
like the Government of India does not check the use 
du and madak among its subjects, which have most 
effects on the health of consumers. 


® ye te ‘ 
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The Saftr-i-Panjdd (Hoshiarpur), ; of: the’ 10th: March, 
states that Lord Dufferin’ has’ rendered’ a’ gent: service’ 

to this’ ‘éouitry ih odnnsction’ with 
ie edn Gencingens the ‘paYnieiit’ of thi’ cokf df the 
So Indiat' Contingént’ of troops sent to 
tlie Soudan. Owing to’ his ‘artiest’ representations’ the 
Home Government has agreed'té charge only’ the ordinary 
expenses of the troops to this: country, and to’ pay all the 
extraordinary expenditare from the Imperial Treasury. In: 
strict justice England should’ have, paid the éntire cost; but 
this country should be thankful to his Lordship even for the 
small concession he has obtained for it... 


The Khair Kliwah-i-Rashimir (Lahore), ‘of the 12th March, 
states that the’ increased facilities of 
cothinunieation; the security’ of life 

and property, and' the establishment of schools’ and’ dispen- 
saries are benefits which thie’ British Government lias, in com- 
mon with other civilized’ Governments, bestowed’ on’ its* sub-’ 
jects, But’ the one benefit’ for'which tle natives‘ should be 
most thankful to itis political edacation. It teaches‘ theni- 
the art of government in ordér that’ they may’ We’ able: to” 
manage their own affairs in course of time. 


British rule. 


The same paper, adverting to a communication: which 
Caligraphers in the it lately received from the Foréiga 
TOURS. Office, is glad‘ to state that. it was 
written on thick foolscap paper and encloséd ‘in a'large cover, 
but’ regrets to say: that: the: handwriting’ was ‘anything but’ 
good. All departments of the Government of India} especi 
ally the Foreign Department, which corresponds with. native 


chiefs and’ foreign countries, should have’ | 


Tho? Afeétei-Panjdb (Lahore); of! 
Official tours, that District and: Divisional OBeors in: 
their-: cold-weather ‘tours should 1 


% 


munity and ascertain their grievances. The official 
at present conducted, are not of any great use. 


a 


. 


¢ 


The Wagdya-t- Alam (Gh&zipur), of the 9th March, states ppc ogy os . 
that the transfer of Mr. Gill, Assis! 


Patty 
+ 
aes 


J. E. Gill, Esq., C.8. EGA : ae 
Pee Prag Magistrate, Magistrate, from. Ghisipur is.vie 


ses i with deep regret by all classes of 
people there. . Few other civilians can boast of enjoying: such. 
pularity among natives. 
The Jdm-i-Jamshed (Moradabad), of the 8th March, pour 
Case of Munshi Hukam referring to the case of Munshi Hal 2% 
Piper digest 3 sn Chand, late Extra Assistant Commis- 


Assistant Commissioner, 
Panjab. ~ gioner in the Panjab, who was ordered 


to resign the service for leaving his station, in spite of previous 
warning, without obtaining permission from 

observes that the ptinis } 

suspension would meet all the reqairements of the cas. 


offence of which the Munshi was guilty is sectetl 


é 


by both Earopean and native officers every day, The dis 


of such able officers for such small offences will 
ernment servants. It is to be hoped tha ) 
ment, which has earned a well-deserved repul 


will reconsider the Munshi’s case and reins 
service. 


* 


The Agra Akhbdr, of the 14th March, in i 

City —_police-station, column, states that when 
Agra, _ trate lately had 
the diary of the city police-station in connection 
minal suit, he considerd it very suspicious a 
District Superintendent of Police to report a 
Superintendent fixed | 
enquiry was not madi 
the matter? The 


do well to do so occasionally. Some 
occurred at Nafbasti.. 


A correspondent of the Bhdrat-Bandhu (Aligarh), of the 
Next Muharram and the 13th March, drawing the attention of oy 

Rémiila. the Local Government to the fact that 
‘= the Ramlila will synchronise with the Muharram this year, 
: proposes that the District. Magistrates should be advised 
: to send for the leaders of the Hindé and Muhammadan com- 
munities in their districts and strictly warn them against the 
: commission of religious riots. Moreover, the Hindaé and 
i. the Muhammadan processions should be re 
way that collisions may be impossible. 


Stecrtatien, The Gydn Praddyint Pattrikd (Lahore), for February, 
Government andwidow- dverting to Mr. Malabari’s memo- 

marriage. random on the question as to how far 
Government could interfere to encourage the remarriage of 

a widows, remarks that it concurs with the newspapers of Ben- 

a gal in condemning Government interference with religious 

matters. But if Government only performed its duty in > 

connection with such matters, that would not be rega 

an unjust interference. Widow-marriage has been. already 

3 legalized by an Act of 1857. Government can do one thing 

Ge more to encourage such marriages. Persons, who ridicule — 


widows for remarrying, should be made liable to prosecution. 
for defamation. 


thefts have lately 


The same journal states that pariah dogs are most cruelly 
beaten to death by sweepers under 
orders from municipal committees 
within municipal limits. One Dr. Richardson has discovered 
: a scientific method of killing the brutes by carbonic ou 
The Pattrikd then briefly describes the arrangements 1 

3 Battersea for the purpose in accordance with that 
and observes that it is no doubt a great improvemen 
cruel method in vogue in this country. But it we 


still better if the brates, instead of being put to leath, we 
banished to some uninhabited island. CL ee 


Killing of pariah dogs. 


The Tahetb (Moradabad), of the 5th 
Sugrested repeal of natives should be ‘allowed to carry a 
Arms Act. arms in order that they may be able ee 
to defend their lives and property against robbers and ren- ae 


* 


er aid to Government.in an emergency. As they have oS 
made great progress in education and civilization and have a 
been reconciled to British rule, no rebellion or insurrection | s 


c> * 


among them is possible. eee 


* 


A correspondent of the same paper complains that the oa 
Prevalence of theft in largely prevails | under B ritish rule oS 
Britian Tyan. owing to the lenient punishment provi- 
ded for it in the Indian Penal Code. Under the former native oS 
kings that crime was almost unknown, as thieves were deprived eee 
of their hands and feet. It is believed that even at present ae 
cases of theft are few and far between in Rampur, where a 
robbers do not get off so easily as in British territory. The os 
writer does not mean that the same cruel mode of puni: : . 
which was in vogue in past times should be revived, but that 
thieves should be more severely dealt with than at present. . oar 


POST-OFFICE AND RAILWAY. ee 


A correspondent of the Rafig-i-Hind (Lahore), of the Circulation, 

R. G. Hogg, Esq., Direo- Zth March, praises Mr, R.G. Hogg, == 
tor-General of Bost-oflos. Director-General of Post-office, for 
his admission of natives of tried ability and» 


the higher ranks of the postal service in every province, 2 
is glad to observe that they have fully justified their ‘ae oe : 
ment to offices of trust and responsibility. It is , : 


devoutly wished that Mr. Hogg will not retire, but 
to duty at the end of his long farlough which termi 
shortly, as there is still mach room for imp 
postal administration. Post- 
tomed to bestow all well-paid 
and relatives, i in utter dis 


ae Circulation, 


The first act of his 
ing charge the Di: 
No. 191 of 10th March, 


cular, by which the appoi 

ents was abolished, and postal officials: drawing Rs. 50 
over were declared eligible for admission to the ‘coemnibed 
Superintendentship examination on recommendation of Post- 
Masters-General. The writer is the: restric- 
tion as to the recommendation of sters-G il should 
be removed, because they may abuse their power. The re- 


¥ 


eximnination does not entitle an o 
ship. But there ought to be some 
service of candidates for t 
ing rules a man, who enters 
allowed to compete for the 
It is to be hoped that Mr. 
present, will take the above 
tion. 


A correspondent of the 


Mail service on the Pan; 
j&b Northern State Rail- 
way. 


same sorters work from Lahore te 
relieved by others who work from U 
distance between Lahore and Um 
between Umballa and 
the Panjab Northern State 
men have to work from 
278 miles, at a stretch! 
could during the cold weather, but it wi 
ject them to such treatment during the. 
merly there were relays of 


from Ajmere to the Vi 
The serious charges 
enquired into; ‘What are Oolonel 
and old and 4 


rights ? 


A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Jodh- 
pur, complains that there is at that 
place a Maulvi of the Ghair. Mugallid 
class of Musalmans, who calls other classes of Muham 
as well as Hindus and Ohristians unbelievers, p 


A Maulvi at Jodhpur. 


8 


assassinators of the late Lord Mayo and Mr. Justice Norman, 
and has made hundreds of disciples.among the low 
ant classes of Musalméns. _—syT | 


& 


s 


F * 


tpulsion of 
uttra, = set on foot by the municipal 
tee of Muttra for the expulsion of monkeys from that 
the Hardwar forests, condemns the movement as inv 
great injustice to the brutes, which, it say ve. 
Muttra from time immemorial. ‘ 


a costly one. The num 


Proposed 


monkeys from, 


ee 


capture of every one hun 
the Bhdrat Béndhu, Aligarh 
against the proposal.) 


h, hla to ‘oe. ssinibieaas 270 


tenced to pay a fine of Rs. 100 or 
21 days. The proprietor of the paper 
editor. 
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